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Our Mission

Introduction
Since 1948 the Modesto Gospel
Mission has provided nutritious meals,
warm beds, and a place of safety to
thousands of poor and homeless men,
women, and children.
Our vision for the Modesto Gospel
Mission is to eradicate homelessness,
one individual at a time, through the
process of transformative programs.
Our hope is to provide a place of refuge,
recovery, and restoration 365 days a
year, through the power and love of
Jesus Christ. The future is to extend
the kingdom of God in the hearts of
everyone that passes through the
doors of the Modesto Gospel Mission.

TO PROVIDE A
REFUGE FOR
RECOVERY AND
RESTORATION
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Executive Director Letter

Together, we can build a
greater community when
we choose to see the value
of each person, no matter
what stage of life they are
experiencing.

Jason Conway
Executive Director

The Modesto Gospel Mission aims

men, women, and children receive

choose to see the value of each

to change lives by providing a

hope through something as simple

person, no matter what stage of

holistic path out of homelessness

as a safe place to rest their heads

life they are experiencing. Thank

and addiction. However, this path

or a warm meal. The Modesto

you for caring and placing your

was not created simply overnight,

Gospel Mission changes lives by

trust in this wonderful ministry

and our ministry has continued

walking alongside each and every

that I love dearly.

to grow with the Lord’s provision

person during troubling times of

and support from the community.

homelessness and addiction. This

The heart of our ministry has been

change does not happen without

providing valuable services such

you. When you donate your time

as food, shelter, and the gospel of

and money, you not only provide

Christ 365 days a year, over the

financial support, but the gift of

past 72 years to those in need.

hope. Together, we can build

We see transformation daily as

a greater community when we
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Chairman of the Board Letter

Yet through all the unknowns
and challenges of this year,
God continues to be faithful
to this ministry!
Kevin Genasci
Chairman of the Board

2020 has been unlike any year

of directors and staff are laser-

for

recovery

and

restoration

in the history of the Modesto

focused on bringing the gospel

through the power and love of

Gospel Mission. Yet through all

to the most vulnerable people in

Jesus Christ. I am beyond proud

the unknowns and challenges

our community. Staff have been

of the kingdom building work that

of this year, God continues to

confronted with a constantly

happens at the Modesto Gospel

be faithful to this ministry! As

evolving set of circumstances

Mission every day, and I am

a part of the leadership at the

and have consistently risen

excited to see God work through

Mission, I can tell you that we are

to the challenge. They are

the Mission in the coming year!

humbled and extremely grateful

continually modifying programs

for the prayers and donations

and procedures to ensure that

that we have received during

the Mission can continue to

these uncertain times. Despite

operate safely, all while remaining

the many challenges, the board

committed to providing a refuge
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COVID Care Packages
Thank s to our volunteer s , sponsors, and
donors, our care package program was
able to deliver essential items to highrisk communities during the pandemic.

DELIVERIES REACHED THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
Modesto

Water ford

Ripon

Empire

Oakdale

Ceres

Salida

Riverbank

Turlock

35k lbs.

35+

2,600

Food Distributed

Volunteers

Deliveries
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“I‘ve known about the Modesto Gospel Mission for a long time and have volunteered
off-and-on since I was a teenager. I was praying for a way to be productive and
helpful while I‘m off work due to the pandemic. A friend told me that the Mission
needed help delivering groceries to seniors, and I jumped at the suggestion. I‘ve
been helping assemble bags and deliver them when needed. The last few weeks
have been teaching me how easy it is to fear and lash out in anger. However, it has
also taught me that it‘s in the dark times that love shines through even brighter.
I‘m so thankful that the Mission is providing this service, and I‘m grateful to be a
„

small part of it.

Jillian C.
Volunteer

“Just last night I prayed to God and told Him that I didn’t know how I was going
to get groceries in my house. I have a couple of friends that sometimes take me
grocery shopping, but they are not available because they are even older than I
am, and they are afraid to leave their homes. I honestly didn’t know what we were
going to do, and for the past two nights we simply ate hotdogs and beans.
I was sent a text message telling me what you guys are doing at the Modesto
Gospel Mission, bringing food out to everybody over 60, and I was so grateful
- that was a God thing. Although 65 is technically the elderly age, the fact that
the Mission made it 60 allowed Evie (my roommate) and I to both be eligible and
receive help, and we are very grateful. God is so good to answer my prayer that
„
fast.
Hope T.
Care Package Recipient

“During a hard time for us all, it’s been great to be able to be a part of the Modesto
Gospel Mission’s Senior Care Package project. I have enjoyed making the care
packages alongside volunteers and staff - all with the same desire to help those in
need. The best part of this project has been delivering the care packages to the
community and seeing how blessed people have been to receive them. Because
of my previous lifestyle, this program has been extra special for me to witness.
There were times I couldn’t think of helping others because I couldn’t even help
myself. Struggling with addiction and homelessness was a very difficult time in my
life, but I can now empathize with those going through this hard time. God put the
Modesto Gospel Mission and people in my life that became the hands and feet of
Jesus for me. Now that I have been established on the solid foundation of a life in
„
Christ, I am able to focus on the needs of others.
Cheyne E.
Volunteer
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Program Testimony

I have become an intern for
ministry to help others see
that there is hope, there is
a God, and He loves us.
Nicolas VS.
2020 New Life Program Graduate

I came to the Mission on December 17, 2017 on divine appointment from God. The Mission has
taught me and others to meet and honor important requirements such as dealing with official
responsibilities with the state and court system, and my obligations as an adult and a father. I came in
broken and messed up. Possessed by criminal and rebellious behavior, driven by methamphetamine
and anger. God called me out and convicted me of my behavior. I asked God to help direct my path.
I’ve been here since. He heard my prayers as well as my grandmother’s prayers. I have become an
intern for ministry to help others see that there is hope, there is a God, and He loves us. Praise Jesus!

“Now the Lord is that spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty.” - 2 Corinthians 3:17
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18-Month
New Life Program
Building off of a foundation of transformation
through Jesus Christ, the New Life Program
exists to encourage men and women as they
prepare for their return to society. The New
Life Program is designed to help individuals
escape homelessness through practical,
spiritual, emotional, social, educational,
vocational, and financial teaching and
encouragement.
During this 18-month program, program
members rebuild work ethic through simple
8-hour workdays of odd jobs around the
facilities; meet weekly with chaplains; attend
daily Bible studies; meet for financial advising
once a week; and are encouraged to find a
local church to attend.
After 12 months in the program, members
are able to look for employment, and when
they find employment they are given 6
months to a year to stay in transition in
order to save up money, pay off past debts,
purchase a vehicle, and find independent
housing. The completion of the 18-month
New Life Program culminates in a graduation
ceremony that members of the Mission,
friends, and family attend to celebrate their
new-found life and accomplishments.

Annual Stats
135+
New Life Program
Participants

50+
Male
Participants

20+
Female
Participants

15+
Annual
Graduates
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Day Center Testimony

...if I remain faithful to
God, He will be faithful
in giving me what I need.
Mike H.
Freedom Road Day Center Participant

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me
beside the still waters.„ Psalms 23:1-2
God has begun a perfect work inside me, and this past year has been evidence of that. After contracting
COVID-19 in April and spending two weeks off work in quarantine, I didn‘t think that I would be able to return
to the Modesto Gospel Mission. Thank God, accommodations were made for me! Since then, I‘ve been making
the most of my stay here by saving money to get my own place, establishing my credit, and searching for a
job with better hours. Due to my work schedule (getting off of work at 4:00am), the struggle to attend early
church services became real. Hebrews 10:25 reminds us not to forsake the act of assembling as believers, and
I‘m happy to say that I‘ve been attending services regularly as well as serving the Lord by volunteering with the
Mission‘s Day Program. I am currently searching for housing and I look forward to ending my homelessness.
The search has been difficult and unproductive so far, but if I remain faithful to God, He will be faithful in giving
me what I need. Thank you Jesus!
Everyday a joyful future is closer at hand. Thank God for the Modesto Gospel Mission.
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Freedom Road
Day Center
Freedom Road is a structured day program that
provides a safe and predictable environment
where homeless men and women can find
refuge from the streets of Modesto. The
program began in January 2018, and aims to
build and strengthen supportive relationships
with other program participants as well as
with Modesto Gospel Mission staff.
Freedom Road provides case management
services, meals, community advocacy, life
skills classes and GED services, recreational
activities, and peer support on a daily basis to
the homeless of Stanislaus county.

Sponsored by:

Daily Stats
50+
Day Center
Daily Attendees

40+
Male
Attendees

10+
Female
Attendees
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Youth Center Testimony

It is clearly evident the
love of the Lord is present
here and my girls love it.
Vargas Family
Mission Residents, Distance Learning Participants

We are the Vargas Family. My husband and I and our girls were fortunate to find stability and refuge at the
Modesto Gospel Mission. Due to sudden circumstances, we were displaced from our home. It was especially
difficult for our daughters, ages 8 & 11, because we could not provide stability while searching for permanent
housing.
Thankfully, the Modesto Gospel Mission has a Youth Center School Program that our girls quickly found
provides a safe, nurturing, and fun educational environment for the kids who shelter at the Mission. Since
the school year has begun and due to Covid, our girls are fortunate to be able to utilize the Youth Center to
do their online schooling. The staff are incredibly helpful in offering support, resources, and tools, not just for
our kids but other parents and children residing on the Mission campus. The Youth Center School Program
also offers a structured schedule very much like in-class school that includes recess, arts and crafts, lunch/
snack times and PE that will help our children transition back into the classroom much easier. As parents we
couldn’t be more grateful for the support of the Mission and the Youth Center. It is clearly evident the love
of the Lord is present here and my girls love it.
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Children &
Youth Center
Open to the public 5 days a week, our Children
& Youth Center provides tutoring, art classes,
reading assistance, and other recreational
activities to the youth in Stanislaus County.
Additionally, a daily devotional and free
dinner are provided to all who attend. The
Youth Center is open for regular activities
from 2:30pm to 7pm.
On Friday nights from 9pm to 11pm the
Youth Center opens its doors to teens for a
program called G.A.T.E. (God’s Anointed Teen
Event). G.A.T.E provides community teens a
safe place to hang out during a Friday night
as a safe alternative during a time most would
spend on the streets.

Resources
Tutoring
Sessions

Daily
Devotionals

Free
Dinner

Recreational
Assistance

Reading
Assistance

Art
Classes
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Volunteer Coordinator Letter

I am proud to serve alongside
such humble and selfless
volunteers and watch them
put the needs of others above
their own.

Emily Pedersen
Volunteer Coordinator

In the past nine months, I have seen God move in spite of the challenges and restrictions we have
faced throughout 2020. God has displayed His faithfulness through our volunteer program in
delivering care packages, shoes, and meals to those in need. I am proud to serve alongside such
humble and selfless volunteers and watch them put the needs of others above their own. In the
short time I have been on staff at the Mission, I have seen lives change and hearts renewed. I feel
extremely privileged to be part of a volunteer program that truly embodies what it looks like to have
a servant’s heart and that exemplifies Romans 12:13.

“When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.”
Romans 12:13
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Volunteer Center
Volunteers are an essential part of the
ministry here at the Modesto Gospel Mission.
We could not have helped the poor and
homeless for over 70 years if it were not for
the help of volunteers. Last year alone we
were blessed with 14,000 hours of elbow
grease—even at minimum wage this is a
powerful $112,000.00 of real help. No matter
how you wish to volunteer, there is a place for
you at the Mission!

Volunteer
Opportunities

Volunteer Areas
Kitchen

Warehouse

Freedom Road
Day Center

Women‘s
Building

– Preparing and/or serving meals in the dining hall.
– Tutoring children or adults.
– Sorting donations.
– Children & Youth Center.
– Electricians, plumbers, landscapers, painters.
– Nurses and doctors in the medical clinic.
– Receptionist and clerical assistance.

Youth
Center
Medical
Clinic

– Additional opportunities too numerous to list!

Special
Events
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Mission Events

2019 Fall Gala
Featuring Mac Powell & the Family Reunion
All proceeds from our Gala benefits the homeless, working
poor, and at-risk youth that are served by the Modesto
Gospel Mission.

2019 Great Thanksgiving Banquet & Bundle Up
The Modesto Gospel Mission serves a traditional
Thanksgiving meal with all the fixings to over 1,000 men,
women, and children–and provides each guest with free
winter wear such as coats, sweaters, hats, gloves, and scarves.

2019 Christmas at the Mission
This is how we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. We

Providing hope in new
and inovative ways.
Our 2020 Back to School Kicks for Kids
landed in the middle of a pandemic.
Through community support and a
little bit of innovation, we were able
to double our impact this year by
delivering shoes to the front doors of
families in need.

serve over 2,000 homeless men, women, boys, and girls
that come to the Mission for a delicious Christmas dinner,
gift giveaway, and more.

2020 Heart of A Donor
Heart of A Donor celebrated the wonderful support from
donors and helped raise funds for expansions for the
Mission‘s women & children‘s center.

2020 Back to School - Kicks for Kids
Each year, in partnership with Big Valley Grace, the
Modesto Gospel Mission distributes over 800 pairs of
shoes to local youth so that they have fresh kicks to “kick
off” the school year. This year we doubled the impact by
providing over 1,400 pairs of shoes.

Annual Report 2019-2020

017

What an amazing evening celebrating
our 2019 Fall Gala featuring Mac Powell
of THIRD DAY!

Together we provided over 800
individuals with a warm meal and
distributed over 1,000 coats.

Men, women, and children of all ages
received gifts and a Christmas dinner
thanks to the help of our wonderful
volunteers and donors.

We raised over $15,000 through Heart
of A Donor.

In light of COVID-19, the Modesto
Gospel Mission decided to mobilize our
annual back-to-school shoe giveaway
“Kicks for Kids”!
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A Year in Review

88¢

FY 2019-2020
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Assets, Liabilities & Net
Assets
Assets

88¢ FROM EVERY DOLLAR

Liabilities

W E N T D I R E C T LY B AC K

Net Assets

$5,804,456
$97,564
$5,470,524

I N TO P R O G R A M S .
Summary of Revenue &
Expenses
Support & Revenue*

$6,590,473

Total Expenses

$5,974,861

Expenses
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�

Programs

�

Administration

6%

�

Fundraising/Development

6%

88%
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Your doantions go further.
Good financial stewardship is in our DNA.
Unbenouced to us, 2019-2020 would present
us with uncertainty and a pandemic. Due to
good financial stewardship, your donations
were wisely spent in the areas they were
needed most - programs and community
service.

FY 2018-2019
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Assets, Liabilities & Net
Assets
Assets

$5,310,535

Liabilities

$213,580

Net Assets

$4,854,912

Summary of Revenue &
Expenses
Support & Revenue*

$6,645,069

Total Expenses

$6,457,039

Expenses

�

Programs

�

Administration

5%

�

Fundraising/Development

5%

90%
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Key Staff
Jason Conway
Executive Director

Mario Uribe
Operations & Facilities Manager

John Villines
Chief Operating Officer

Carlos Martinez
Kitchen & Donations Manager

Zack Gentry
Director of Programs

Robin Ames
Finance Manager

Scott Pernice
Director of Development

Cristina Green
Youth Center Manager

Becky Martinez
Women & Children‘s Building Manager

Stephen Ehrlich
Freedom Road Coordinator

Kimberly Zimmerman
Women‘s Program Manager

Emily Pedersen
Volunteer Coordinator

Board Members
Kevin Genasci, Chairman of the Board
Survey Manager, Siegfried Engineering

John den Dulk
Partner, Pleasant Valley Farms

Patrick Anthony, Secretary of the Board
Youth Pastor - Escalon Christian Reformed Church

Pat Chavez
Owner, Quality Communications

Jonathan Meek, Chairman of the Finance Committee
Vice President, Global Accounts- Lineage Logistics

Brian Hunt
Lead Paster, Crossroads Grace Community Church

John Vander Schaaf, Chairman of the Audit Committee
Partner, Vander Schaaf Dairy

Amie Postma
Founder, Art to Feed

Cindy Barton
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2021

Preview for 2021

Mobilized
Mission
In 2021, look for the Mission on the move.
2020 taught us a number of things, including our
„
capabilities of taking the Mission “to go.
In 2021, we plan to continue that trend by serving
low-income communities in their neighborhoods.
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See you soon...

Refuge.
Recovery.
Restoration.
Change Happens Here.
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