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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
LETTER
It is with such joy that we share with you
the wonderful report of how God used your
prayers, financial support and volunteer
service this past year. For 71 years, the
Modesto Gospel Mission has ministered
both spiritually and physically to the needs
of the unfortunate in Stanislaus County. Our
mission is to provide a place of recovery and
restoration through the power and the love
of Jesus Christ. The Modesto Gospel Mission
is privately funded through the donations of
this wonderful community. Each night we
shelter 225 men, women, and children, and
the greatest statistic is out of that number
over 25% have committed to changing
their lives through our 18-month New Life
Program. One of the great additions to our
ministry has been the creation of a day
program that allows individuals a place to
go, while encouraging them to take the
next step out of homelessness. We have
seen many that we serve transition from

participating in the day program to joining
our longterm residential New Life Program.
This 18-month New Life Program is built
to tackle in a holistic fashion the reality of
addiction and homelessness. At the end
the graduate rents their own apartment
from the Mission. As an organization,
we value sharing the Gospel of Christ to
transform their lives to being productive
and independent.
We value those of you in our community
that support the Modesto Gospel Mission as
we supply an outlet of shelter and provision
each year. In the end, this is your Mission,
as God provides the means to have such
a place for many that are in need to find
refuge for recovery and restoration. As the
Modesto Gospel Mission moves forward
in the future, we do so with the intent to
provide a foundation for all of those that
we serve, a foundation that provides a path

Jason Conway

Executive Director
to overcome addiction and homelessness.
Success for us is when somebody enters
our doors, hears the Gospel of Christ, and
it transforms that person leading them to a
whole new life. Thank you for caring. Your
past and future generosity is providing a
seed of hope for the most vulnerable in our
community.

CHAIRMAN OF THE
BOARD LETTER

Jonathan Meek

Chairman of the Board
Eight years ago I volunteered for the first
time in the Modesto Gospel Mission
kitchen. I could not have envisioned that
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my then one-year-old son would be serving
with me side-by-side eight years later. As
that opportunity has presented itself this
year, my oldest son and I have been able to
connect on new levels as we together aspire
to be the hands and feet of Jesus serving
those who pass through the doors at the
Modesto Gospel Mission. We discuss grace,
serving, and most importantly, the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.
The Modesto Gospel Mission continues
to be fully supported by local businesses,
churches, organizations and private donors.
For 71 years, the Modesto Gospel Mission

has been sustained by volunteers and
faithful donors like you. With continual
societal pressures to conform to the patterns
of this world, the Modesto Gospel Mission
stands strong as a refuge for recovery and
restoration through the love and power of
Jesus Christ. It’s my prayer that more will
join our story, serving our community’s evergrowing homeless population and those in
need. I trust that God will be glorified in all
our actions as we continue to encourage
disciples through the New Life Program
that go out into the world sharing the Good
News and hope of our Savior.

OUR MISSION

TO PROVIDE A REFUGE FOR
RECOVERY AND RESTORATION
Since 1948 the Modesto Gospel Mission has provided nutritious meals, warm beds, and a
place of safety to thousands of poor and homeless men, women, and children.
Our vision for the Modesto Gospel Mission is to eradicate homelessness, one individual at a time, through
the process of transformative programs. Our hope is to provide a place of refuge, recovery, and restoration
365 days a year, through the power and love of Jesus Christ. The future is to extend the kingdom of God in
the hearts of everyone that passes through the doors of the Modesto Gospel Mission.
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Since 1948 the Modesto Gospel Mission has provided for those in need. We continue to
find new ways to serve and be godly stewards of our resources.

WHAT WE DO
In addition to dedicated programs, the Modesto Gospel Mission provides many
additional services and resources to those in need.

SHELTER

FOOD

MEDICAL
ASSISTANCE

RECOVERY
PROGRAMS

EDUCATION
ASSISTANCE

CASE
MANAGEMENT

DISCIPLESHIP

EXTERNAL
RESOURCES

COMMUNITY
EVENTS
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TESTIMONIAL

JEANNIE R.
New Life Program

My name is Jeannie. I started coming to the

was taking a lot of medication, often staying

Mission off and on in 1998 and began the New

locked in my room due to my mental health

Life Program in September of 2017. As a child

issues. Today I have a different outlook on life,

I lived with my mom and 4 siblings. My mom

am over 2 years sober, and live my life for Jesus.

was an alcoholic and was very abusive, and my

I currently work in the Youth Center at the

dad was not in the picture much. When I was

Mission, and I love how God is using me to help

just 9 years old I started using drugs, drinking,

the broken, lost, and homeless. I give thanks to

and taking pills. When I turned 16, I entered

God and the Modesto Gospel Mission for my

an abusive relationship in search of love and

new life.
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TESTIMONIAL

JOSHUA P.

New Life Program

I arrived at the Modesto Gospel Mission on

I could rest and have a chance at life again.

October 17, 2018. I was broken, in and out of

The Mission taught me how to love myself and

jail, and my child’s mother left me after 7 years.

understand the power of Jesus’s love for me.

Mad at the world and God, I started taking

They have also provided me with a résumé class,

Vicodin and it progressed to meth and heroin.

forklift certification, and a family of employees

I was homeless, panhandling and relying on my

that truly love me. I can come to them for

silver-tongued charisma to get my fix. I was at

any reason and for anything that is burdening

one point cursing God. Then one day an affiliate

my heart. I am now a confident, contributing

from the Modesto Gospel Mission offered to

member of society. I went from being 6’3 and

buy me a cheeseburger from McDonalds, and

weighing an unhealthy 160 pounds to 240

asked me if he could take me to a place where

pounds in 11 months.
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TESTIMONIAL

JENNIFER H.
New Life Program

My name is Jennifer. I have been an addict

believer at the time. With my head down,

for over 30 years. Throughout my marriage,

crying my eyes out, I for the first time said

there was a lot of domestic violence, drug

“Lord I want what she has. Please, I need help

abuse, and alcohol abuse. I left my marriage 4

Lord. Help me!” That day I called the Modesto

years ago due to my drug addiction, and I lost

Gospel Mission to talk about the program.

the respect of my children. I was living on the

When I arrived at the Mission, I joined the

streets, doing what I could to survive. One day

New Life Program. I’ve been baptized, and

I decided to take a bottle of lithium as my way

I am now a member at Celebration Center

out, but God had another plan for me. When I

Church. Through God, I was able to restore

was released from the hospital I had no place

a relationship with my husband and children.

to go. I was riding the bus scared and alone

The Mission has filled me with love and hope,

when I heard a woman talking to this man

not only from my sisters in the program, but

about her walk with the Lord, the great things

with the love of the Lord. Thank you Lord for

He has done in her life, and about a program

saving my life through the Mission!

at the Modesto Gospel Mission. I was a non2018-2019 ANNUAL REPORT / 7

FREEDOM ROAD
In July of 2018, the Modesto Gospel Mission

or meeting housing needs. Many of those that

did something very simple but revolutionary –

attend Freedom Road eventually choose to join

we stopped requiring our guests to leave during

our transformational 18-month residential New

the daytime hours. This was the beginning of

Life Program.

our Freedom Road Day Program, the only such
program in Modesto. Most homeless shelters
open at dinnertime for those using the shelter
accommodations and close the following morning
after breakfast, leaving people in need to wander
the streets during the daytime.
Seeing this unmet need in our community, the

Peer navigation is also a vital part of Freedom
Road. This connects our visitors with a New Life
Program graduate who understands what they
are going through. Peer navigation can provide
individuals with hope knowing that others have
struggled in similar ways and yet have been
successful in moving forward.

idea for “Freedom Road” was conceived and put
into motion. The goal of Freedom Road is threefold: to provide a safe refuge for the homeless to
be during the day; to challenge and assist each
visitor to take that “next step” in his or her life to
permanently move from homelessness to home;
and to affirm each visitor’s value and worth and
introduce them to Jesus Christ.
Freedom Road is open each weekday from 8:30
am to 4:45 pm. Freedom Road is always bustling
with activity. We provide coffee, snacks, and
lunch. Discussion groups meet and provide
practical Bible studies and life-skills. Twice each
week, we host faith-based recovery meetings. We
assist with practical needs like food and clothing,
and provide intensive case management for other
necessities like getting an ID card, applying for
Social Security or disability benefits, finding a job,
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35

Men Transitioned to
New Life Program

YOUTH CENTER
The Modesto Gospel Mission operates an after-

49ers to provide additional unique experiences

school program at its Youth Center, where we aim

that the children and teens may not otherwise

to make a positive impact in the lives of young

enjoy. During the summer months, the Youth

children and teens (6 - 17 years old) within our

Center opens earlier and offers one-of-a-kind

community. Children and teens from our homeless

experiences such as YFC summer camp, field

family guests and from the local Airport District

trips, camping trips, and pool activities. The youth

neighborhoods are the most frequent visitors.

program also meets many tangible needs, in

From early afternoon to 8:30 pm, we run our

addition to daily snacks and dinner, by providing

youth after-school program each weekday. Our

shoes, clothes, hygiene products, school supplies,

after-school program provides reading assistance,

and food to take home for the weekend through

tutoring, mentoring, arts, crafts, recreational

our new Crossroads Midway Food Pantry.

activities, and snacks as we ensure that the
children receive the encouragement and support
needed to do well in school. Dinner is also served
each night to the children and their families who
participate in our nightly devotions. Feeding
the children both physically and spiritually is
absolutely essential to their health and emotional

Our focus is not only to provide a safe, wholesome,
and structured environment that meets physical
and educational needs, but also to build a
foundation of unconditional love and truth of
who Jesus Christ is in the heart of each child that
passes through our doors.

well-being. The Biblical emphasis made through
daily interactions, youth group activities, and daily
devotions help encourage and empower children
and teens to rise above their circumstances and
have hope for the future. On Friday nights after
the youth program ends, teens are invited to
participate in our GATE (God’s Anointed Teen
Explosion) program. This GATE program runs
until 11:30 pm, and gives teens a safe place to
go with positive activities on a Friday night. We
also work with many community partners such
as Youth For Christ, 10k With A Cop, and the SF

30

Average Youths
Served Daily
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A YEAR IN REVIEW
FY 2018-2019
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Assets, Liabilities & Net Assets
Assets

$5,310,535

Liabilities
Net Assets

EXPENSES

$213,580
$4,854,912

Summary of Revenue & Expenses

Programs: 90%

Support & Revenue*

$6,645,069

Administration: 5%

Total Expenses

$6,457,039

Fundraising/Development: 5%

Assets, Liabilities & Net Assets
Assets
Liabilities
Net Assets

FY 2017-2018
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

$5,111,471
$197,569
$4,666,882

Summary of Revenue & Expenses
Support & Revenue*

$6,019,398

Total Expenses

$5,471,173

* Support includes gifts in kind donations
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* Support includes gifts in kind donations

EXPENSES
Programs: 90%
Administration: 6%
Fundraising/Development: 4%

AROUND THE CORNER
the County’s low barrier shelter, which was underwritten
through the funds that the County received through the State
of California. There has been a lot of movement within the
local government to bring more emergency shelter beds to this
community, and there are significant policy changes happening
in regard to homelessness at the federal, state, and local levels.
With that being said, where does the Modesto Gospel Mission
stand?
The Modesto Gospel Mission is a place that will constantly be
a Refuge for Recovery and Restoration through the power and
the love of Jesus Christ. Historically, we have provided this
community with not only shelter beds and warm meals, but also
a vehicle to transform the lives of struggling men and women
through the power of Christ. One of those lives was mine, as I
was homeless and broken almost 13 years ago in our city, and
at that time I joined and graduated the New Life Program. The
Mission exists, not because of a court ruling, but because our
worldview sees all of those that are experiencing homelessness
As referenced above is a picture of the original Modesto Gospel
Mission that was located on 8th Street in Downtown Modesto.
For the last 71 years we have been tackling homelessness
and poverty in Stanislaus County. As you can imagine, a lot
has changed since the late forties and early fifties regarding
homelessness in our community. This topic of homelessness is
being discussed at the county and the city level daily, as they
try to bring a solution to an issue that simply does not have an
easy fix. Several months back, the 9th Circuit Court ruled that
an ordinance violates the 8th Amendment (cruel and unusual

and poverty as image-bearers of God. Our vision is that we can
eliminate homelessness in this community one soul at a time
by sharing the love and grace of Christ. The leadership of the
Mission is involved in many County-City committees and local
homeless task forces, and our voice is heard as we occupy a
“seat at the table.” As we move forward, the Modesto Gospel
Mission will continue to provide transformation through
our programs that provides men and women the emotional,
physical, and spiritual tools and relationships needed to move
from homelessness to living a productive life.

punishment) when it imposes criminal sanctions against

We will strive to stay on top of all legislative and policy changes

homeless individuals for sleeping outdoors on public property

that continue to occur at all levels of government, and we

when no alternative shelter is practically available to them.

will continue to collaborate alongside the local government

With that ruling the City of Modesto was forced to provide one

agencies and the great nonprofit organizations in this wonderful

of our city parks “Beard Brook” as the designation for those

community to bring about a better Modesto and surrounding

that are experiencing homelessness to camp. That later turned

areas. Yet we will stay firm in our convictions that faith-based

into them moving to what is now known as Modesto Outdoor

programs are the greatest way to truly tackle the heart of the

Emergency Shelter, which is underneath the 9th Street Bridge.

issues. Together, we can make a difference as we strive to be

This option was temporary, with an agreement with the

the hands and feet of Jesus Christ.

Tuolumne River Trust that the city and county could use the
current location until the end of 2019. We have arrived at that
time, in which, the City and County will begin to transition

Jason Conway
Executive Director

those living at the Modesto Outdoor Emergency Shelter to
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Modesto Gospel Mission
1400 Yosemite Blvd
Modesto, CA 95354
209.529.8259
modestogospelmission.org
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